
SUBJECT: Immunization Rule Changes Affecting Tdap and Mumps Vaccines 
                                                    January 7, 2008 
 
The purpose of this memo is to announce additions and changes in the rules relating to the school 
entry requirements for tetanus/diphtheria/pertussis (Tdap) and mumps vaccination.   
 
Effective January 1, 2008, the administrative rule, 10A NCAC 41A.0401, has been changed, 
adding requirements for one booster dose of Tdap (tetanus/diphtheria/pertussis) vaccine to be 
given to the following age groups:   

• All individuals attending public school who are entering the 6th grade on or after 
August 1, 2008, if five years or more have passed since the last dose of tetanus/diphtheria 
toxoid  

• All individuals not attending public schools (i.e., private, home-school, non-traditional 
schools) who are 12 years of age on or after August 1, 2008, if five years or more have 
passed since the last dose of tetanus/diphtheria toxoid. 

• Individuals enrolling in college or university for the first time on or after July 1, 2008.   
 
This administrative rule change also impacts mumps vaccination.  Individuals will now be 
required to receive a second dose of mumps vaccine before enrolling in school, college or 
university for the first time on or after July 1, 2008.   
 
The administrative rule reflecting these changes now reads (new rules are bolded): 

 
Diphtheria, tetanus, and whooping cough vaccine – five doses: three doses by age seven 
months and two booster doses, one by age 19 months and the second on or after the 
fourth birthday and before enrolling in school for the first time.  However: 
 
Individuals who receive the first booster dose of diphtheria, tetanus, and whooping cough 
vaccine on or after the fourth birthday are not required to have a second booster dose;  
 
Individuals attending colleges and universities shall be required to have three doses of 
tetanus/diphtheria toxoid, one of which must have been within the last 10 years.  Those 
individuals enrolling in college or university for the first time on or after July 1, 2008 
must have had three doses of tetanus/diphtheria toxoid and a booster dose of 
tetanus/diphtheria/pertussis vaccine if a tetanus/diphtheria toxoid or 
tetanus/diphtheria/pertussis vaccine has not been administered within the past 10 
years.  A dose of tetanus/diphtheria/pertussis vaccine is not required for any student 
over the age of 64 years. 
 
A booster dose of tetanus/diphtheria/pertussis vaccine is required for individuals 
attending public school who are entering the sixth grade on or after August 1, 2008, if 
five years of more have passed since the last dose of tetanus/diphtheria toxoid.  A 
booster dose of tetanus /diphtheria/pertussis vaccine is required for individuals not 
attending public schools who are 12 years of age on or after August 1, 2008, if five 
years or more have passed since the last dose of tetanus/diphtheria toxoid.  However, 
pertussis (whooping cough) vaccine is not required for individuals between 7 years of 



age through the fifth grade for those attending public schools and 7 through 12 years 
of age for those not attending public schools. 
 
Mumps vaccine – one dose of live, attenuated vaccine administered on or after age 12 
months and before age 16 months and a second dose before enrolling in school, college 
or university for the first time. However: 

 
An individual born prior to 1957 is not required to receive mumps vaccine;  

 
The requirements for mumps vaccine do not apply to individuals who enrolled for the 
first time in the first grade before July 1, 1987 or in college or university before July 1, 
1994;   

 
An individual who has been documented by serological testing to have a protective 
antibody titer against mumps is not required to receive mumps vaccine;  

 
An individual entering school, college or university prior to July 1, 2008 is not required 
to receive a second dose of mumps vaccine.   

 
 


